
 
 
FOOD STAMP CUTS:  Rep. Eric Cantor is preparing to introduce The Nutrition Reform and Work Opportunity Act, a 
stand-alone bill which is a proposed substitute for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). The proposal 
follows an unprecedented omission of SNAP from July's House-passed Farm Bill. The legislation would cut SNAP by $40 
million over ten years, just after the U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced that 14.5% of the people in our 
nation are food insecure (daily lacking sufficient food for more than one meal). Many report food insecurity while on 
SNAP.  As of June of this year there were 94,000 people accessing Food stamps/SNAP in Rep. Chris Stewart’s district 
alone.  Rep. Matheson is the only Utah representative who has said he will vote no on the legislation. 
 

In the words of Bishop Stephen Blaire, on behalf of the USCCB Committee on Domestic Justice and Human 
Development, “Adequate and nutritious food is a basic need and a fundamental human right that is integral to 
protecting the life and dignity of the human person. SNAP is one of the most effective and important federal programs 
to combat hunger in the nation by helping to feed millions of persons in need every year.”  
 
What can you do?  Nationwide SNAP Call-In Day on Tuesday, September 17 
Join in a nationwide SNAP Call-In Day on Tuesday, September 17 to urge House members to vote “NO” on the House 
Republican Leadership’s nutrition-only farm bill (The Nutrition Reform and Work Opportunity Act) that cuts $40 
billion/10 years from SNAP. Message: I urge you to vote NO on the House Republican leadership’s nutrition-only farm 
bill to cut $40 billion/10 years from SNAP. This bill would increase would increase hunger in America. 
All Utah representatives can be reached through this number:  866-456-8824.   
 
SYRIA:  Thank you to all who responded to the late Action Alert regarding Syria.  Please consider sending a note to 
President Obama encouraging him to continue all efforts toward a diplomatic solution. 
 
PRAYER:  A Prayer for the People of Syria 
 
Almighty eternal God, source of all compassion, 
the promise of your mercy and saving help fills our hearts with hope. 
Hear the cries of the people of Syria; 
bring healing to those suffering from the violence, 
and comfort to those mourning the dead. 
Empower and encourage Syria's neighbors  
in their care and welcome for refugees. 
Convert the hearts of those who have taken up arms, 
and strengthen the resolve of those committed to peace. 
O God of hope and Father of mercy, 
your Holy Spirit inspires us to look beyond ourselves and our own needs. 
Inspire leaders to choose peace over violence  
and to seek reconciliation with enemies. 
Inspire the Church around the world with compassion for the people of Syria, 
and fill us with hope for a future of peace built on justice for all. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace and Light of the World, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
 


